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In this process book I would like to use three separate 

streams of conciousness:

The combination of these three vectors will allow me to 

form a more informed, 3D reality of my work on this project.

thoughts about our 

class events and life 

that I was reflecting 

in my weekly journal

photos from my phone 

that are meaningful for 

my process from the 

time period of August-

November 2020

thoughts 

directly related 

to my project
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The Stories of Others at first was a bit challenging for me, as I didn’t see 

the point of addressing ‘others’ as I would like to express myself first and 

understand myself first. 

 

But I’m thankful (again) to my graduate school to actually ‘making’ me  

to look into stories of others,  and to move away from myself.

       �Suddenly, researching in that direction, I realized, what I have probaly 

had to understand much much earlier: 

it’s a multitude of opinions  

out there about any given topic

       �And also, as I was collecting data from many people at once, and could 

not argue with each person and had to just accept their often polar 

opinions a realization came to me that: 

every opinion can be just looked at and accepted, 

as a different from my own opinion, but still a valid 

opinion, in a controversial to the previous-me way, 

but a new ‘reformed’ way for me-current.

 1
26 August 2020, Wednesday

I’m reading three posted responses to Manifestos (including 

mine), and it’s amazing how different reactions to them 

are in three different people. It is like we are reacting to 

completely different themes! It’s wonderful that people 

are so different, but it is a bit scary as if everybody is so 

different, even in the same field and in the same level of 

studies, how different and polar people might be in society 

and around the world.
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Deciding on Mother-related 

interview project...

...coming up with a project statement, 

starting on the website, and dicussing 

the project in a class...

...only to discover it is too emotional 

for me to work in that direction.
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проекта

What are people thinking about the 

enormous change in our society? 

How will this unusual shared human 

experience reflect on our future 

and current lives? Will it be forever 

different for humans? Will touch and 

hug become taboo with strangers? 

How will the ‘common enemy’ 

scenario affect the world? What can 

be observed from this experience?

In my project, I would like to obtain 

the shared experience of different 

people, living through a pandemic. 

How did their lives change? How was 

their life before the pandemic and 

after the pandemic? How did it feel 

to suddenly be not able to go out? 

What are the hopes for the future? 

What could be considered positive 

about this sudden change in society?

For this project, I will be interviewing 

multiple people. When I was 

thinking about the logistics of how 

to choose people for my interviews, 

I thought that it would be a good 

idea to interview people whom I 

used to meet on a day-to-day basis 

before the pandemic: my friends, 

shop assistants, delivery people, a 

colleague, professor, mother of a 

child at school, teacher of kids in a 

class, soccer trainer, etc. To my mind 

it will reflect the reality and logistic 

of how the virus is spread, too. I will 

be doing face-to-face interviews via 

Zoom and interview via email-social 

media. Then, I will use the collected 

material to edit and extract some 

common themes or elements of 

connected experience form one 

person to another, if such themes 

could be found; or reflect the variety 

of opinions and hopes associated 

with the change that has occurred 

with all of us.

A rapid social change 

suddenly occurred 

with the virus arrival.

All familiar things 

became different, for 

everybody on  

the planet. ProjectProject
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Gathering information: emailing 

and calling friends, family, 

coworkers, colleagues...

...collecting the responses into two 

Google forms in Russian and in English...

...organizing the responses 

by the question, and thinking 

about the logistics of the book.
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Trying to visualize 

future book, sketching 

and trying different 

approaches: pop-up, 

grid, sphere.

Trying to visualize 

future book, sketching 

and trying different 

approaches: pop-up, 

grid, sphere.
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future book, sketching 

and trying different 

approaches: pop-up, 

grid, sphere.
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creative processcreative process
I started with the 

sketching by hand, 

without relying on 

my computer. This 

allows me to think and 

meditate without any 

thoughts with a pencil 

and a sheet of paper.

Sketching allows 

me to instantly 

visualize all of my 

thoughts about 

the final version  

of the book.
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a book resembling 

Earth in all its 

unevenness and not-

perfectedness

a book resembling the 

molecular of the virus 

with virus spikes mixed 

with the silhouettes of 

the people

creative processcreative process
1

2

2

1

This time I had two 

winning solutions for 

this book, and I was 

hoping to use at least 

one of these ideas for 

my final book.
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Computer layouts and endless possibilities to play with them, are a big part of my 

creative process, being a valuable addition to the hand-drawings and sketches.

creative processcreative process

 С
е
й

ч
а
с
  
 N

o
w

   
34

  

 С
е
й

ч
а
с
  

 N
o

w
  
 3

5  



creative processcreative process

This is how I was working on the first book, 

which come out very fuzzy, due to the velum 

three-colored paper, that was impossibly 

resisting to the hand-tearing and wetting.

You can clearly see how fuzzy and 

uneven the pages are. Sometimes 

the page numbers, that were too 

close to the side, were getting torn 

off. Oh, well, just like some days that 

we forget due to the uneventfulness.

The paper also turned our to be very 

not-suitable for water colors, nor for 

acrylics, as from one side the printed 

out text was getting blurry, basically 

dissapearing. Oh, well, it was adding 

to the beauty of the book at that 

point ))

Finally, the binding turned out 

to be not too tight, as I decided 

to start with the unprofessional 

thread, which also ended 

unexpectedly. The book was living 

on itself, beautiful in its flaws.

Still I enjoy this book a lot, as it is as imperfect 

as our usual life. And it’s beautiful with all  

its imperfections.
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creative processcreative process

I did a second book, which turned out to be 

much more perfect then the first one. But 

which one I like most? I wouldn’t be able to 

tell. I guess, the books are like your children, 

which one you life—the most perfect one or 

the one with imperfections—would a parent 

be able to make such a choice?

This new paper that I bought, Springhill Index 

Digital 110 lb, blue, was allowing me to tear 

it good by hand after being submerged into 

water for at least 3 hours.

I also used a papier-macher technigue for 

the first time in my life, and tremendously 

enjoyed it, we were working on the book’s 

base together with my daughter, it was so 

much fun!!
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         Now,  
     just a little bit more of   
that creative process,  
      and I promise, I will 
share with you the result!!

creative processcreative process
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creative processcreative process

Luckily, everything is clear here, I was painting 

the pages, drying them and painting a bit 

more, and drying them again ))

Time to sew when the family is sleeping. The 

needle is sharp enough to keep me awake. I 

enjoyed sewing this one.
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Creating a round book, 

resembling the earth, is 

challenging, as even with laser-

cutting of the pages, the folded 

book will have the uneven 

pages, as I experienced in one 

of my projects.

As it is a time-of-isolation book, 

especially because I started 

thinking about it during the 

isolation period when we had 

to stay at home most of the 

time, I wanted to create a book 

without leaving my house.

No complaims in this square ))

Even though I could come up with 

a lot of them )))

Hand-painting each sheet was a 

challenge as well, as the paper was 

not taking watercolors too good 

(my initial intention), so I was 

working with acryllics.

Finding the right 

paper 1: first I used 

watercolor paper 

that was not holding 

the laser printer inks 

at all, not mentioning 

that it jammed my 

printer and almost 

killed it, even though 

I bought a specific 

laser-printer friendly 

watercolor paper; 

and I had to abandon 

the idea of using  

the water colors for  

this project. 

The biggest challenge was hand-

tearing each page, as I wanted to 

create a custom, hand-made look for 

this project, also exploring the idea 

of ‘imperfection’ (which is so not 

typical for me as I’m a perfectionist) 

as I wanted to stress that now it is a 

time of Change, a time to revisit our 

assumptions and values.

Finding the right  

paper 2: first I used 

Neenah velum, and 

it turned out it does 

not hold the laser 

printer ink on one side 

of the sheet, which 

was leading to the 

rub off the ink. Which 

I actually found as 

an interesting detail 

matching the mood  

of the book.

Figuring out how the book is going 

to stand and what should I use for 

it’s base.

Challenges
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This was a 

project where 

I allowed 

myself not to

decisions, as I 

felt that what 

is dictated by 

today’s time, and I enjoyed  

the whole 

process 

and the final 

result

control 

everything, as I 

usually do, and 

to some extend 

take a control 

over my

creative processcreative process
a lot
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           Everything with this  
   project—my decision  
     not to alter or omit  
            any of the submitted  
      opinions, limitation  
in printing techniques,  
       in cutting out  
           techniques—imposes  
    the unique, not quite  
               mine, but 
             —at the same time— 
                         mine  
                         final project  
                           result on me.

change

     different, 
almost polar   
 opinions

limitations on  
   printing/
cutting      perfect 

imperfections   
           that I fall for

  the project as    
   though has  
  the life of  
         its own

           Everything with this  
   project—my decision  
     not to alter or omit  
            any of the submitted  
      opinions, limitation  
in printing techniques,  
       in cutting out  
           techniques—imposes  
    the unique, not quite  
               mine, but 
             —at the same time— 
                         mine  
                         final project  
                           result on me.
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Что получилось
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er

en
t 

st
o
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b

o
u
t 

p
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d
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w
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ca

n
’t
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 s
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in

g
 p

eo
p

le
 w

it
h
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o
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I u
se
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 t

o
 c
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m
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u
n
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at
e 
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n
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n
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 d
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 a
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o

 h
o

p
e
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 a

d
d

 ‘i
n
te

rn
at

io
n
al
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e’
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o
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y
 p

ro
je

ct
, a

sk
in

g
 p

eo
p

le
 t

o
 

d
u
p

lic
at

e 
th

e 
o

p
in

io
n
 in

 s
h
o

rt
 a

b
o

u
t 

p
an

d
em

ic
 in

 t
h
ei
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n
at

iv
e
 

la
n
g

u
ag

e.

 I’m
 s

ti
ll 
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n
cl

ea
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if 
I s
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o
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o
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n
 c
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p

u
s 
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r 

th
e 

 m
o

ck
-u

p
s 
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f 

m
y
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o
o
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 o

r 
ju

st
 d

o
 it

 o
n
 t

h
e 

co
m

p
u
te

r 
fo

r 
n
o
w

, b
u
t 

I h
o

p
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ar
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 d
u
ri
n
g

 n
ex

t 
cl
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s.
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 p
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 m
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F
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o
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 d
o
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o
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ll 

th
e 

G
o

o
g

le
 f
o

rm
s 
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rs

u
s 

in
te

rv
ie

w
s 

in
 p

er
so

n
, a

n
d

 I 
ca

n
’t
 b

la
m

e 
th
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ve
ry

b
o

d
y
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tt

le
 t
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e 

o
n
 t

h
ei

r 
h
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d
s.

 T
h
e 

an
sw
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s 
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e 

so
m

ew
h
at

 u
n
ex

p
ec
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d

, s
o

m
ew

h
at

 v
er

y
 

ex
p

ec
te

d
. I

t’s
 v

er
y
 in

te
re

st
in

g
 t

o
 r

ea
d

 t
h
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
em

, a
n
d

 

m
an

y
 p

eo
p

le
 e

xp
lic

it
ly

 e
xp

re
ss

ed
 t

h
e 

d
es

ir
e 

to
 h

ea
r 

o
r 

se
e
 

o
th

er
 p

eo
p

le
’s

 o
p

in
io

n
s,

 s
ay

in
g

 t
h
at

 t
h
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 L
O

V
E

 t
o

 

kn
o
w

 t
h
em

. I
t 

m
ak

es
 m

e 
h
ap

p
y,

 a
s 

m
ay

b
e 

it
’s

 a
 s

o
ci

al
 is

su
e
 

th
at

 is
 in

te
re

st
in

g
 t

o
 s

o
m

e 
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o
u
n
t 

o
f 

p
eo

p
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.

Russian language version

Jumping to any chapter

Full process description and video

Entries’ form for future materials
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